FANTASY

Toucan Hill is an elegant, romantic,
Moroccan-style palace on the exclusive
Caribbean island paradise of Mustique

MAGIC. FANTASY. ROMANCE. These are all words
that are frequently used to describe Toucan Hill, a
stunning Moorish villa that sits on a hill in the highest
point of the Caribbean island of Mustique, offering
seemingly endless views of lush gardens and the
beautiful infinite sea for those fortunate enough to
rent the property.
“Every time | land in Mustique, | think of that
line from Shakespeare — ‘such stuff as dreams are
made of’,” says Toucan Hill's owner Tatiana Copeland.
“Well, this is the place that dreams are made of. You
can sit in a chair with a drink in your hand, gaze at
an amazing sunset, and get this incredible feeling of
space and peacefulness. It is a very special place.”
Mustique is a famed hideaway for the rich and
famous, and Tatiana Copeland and her husband Gerret
first visited the island through a family member who



was close friends with Princess Margaret. They adored
the island’s privacy, beauty and laid-back nightlife. The
princess would visit Mustique every February and the
Copelands soon found themselves drawn into her
circle. When a particularly spectacular piece of land
became available for sale, the Copelands set out to
build an exquisite Moorish paradise.

“It's a fairy-tale atmosphere that | always wanted
to create,” says Tatiana. “| love the romance of The
Arabian Nights. | want people who come here to step
into a life of fantasy that they would never live at
home. Guests who stay at Toucan Hill love the magical
feeling of the house. They are enchanted. The island
is very secure, so everyone who comes to Mustique
can feel extremely safe.”

Toucan Hill offers four luxurious, air-conditioned,
king-sized suites: Sultan, Pasha, Toucan and Palm.
Guests have the use of two vehicles and are looked
after by a staff of seven, including an estate manager,
butler, chef, two housekeepers, houseman and
gardener — and even a house dog named Benson.
“He is absolutely adorable but if you don't like dogs
he will stay at his own home,” says Tatiana. “But, if
you do like dogs, he's available for cuddles.”

There are dazzling mother-of-pearl-inlaid
tables, silver furniture, art work with precious gems,
Moroccan arches and tiles, mosaic fountains and a
domed dining pavilion. Outside, bougainvillea and
hibiscus add splashes of bright colour against the
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cool white walls. By day, sunshine floods the terraces
and the turquoise infinity pool; by night, the glow

of lanterns and the scent of jasmine predominate.
Furnishings, fixtures and textiles were imported from
Morocco, India, Syria and Tunisia; two chandeliers
came from a Las Vegas casino.

The island of Mustique offers something
for everybody. Visitors can opt for complete privacy
and seclusion if that is their preference, or they can
party at the famous Basil’s Bar and eat at various
restaurants featuring delicious local cuisine. There are
many Mustique island activities on offer, from beach
barbecues and picnics, to snorkelling, scuba diving,
sailing, fishing, tennis, horseriding and excursions to
other islands.

The easiest way to get to Mustique is by a
commercial flight to Barbados, St Lucia or St Vincent,
or by private jet to Canouan (another one of the
Grenadines chain of islands). From there, it is only a
short hop by private or shared charter jet to Mustique.

“When you come to Toucan Hill, anything is
possible,” says Tatiana. “You can sit and read and look
at the beautiful blue sky and endless ocean views, or
you can have dinner parties and go out every night.
You can be as busy or as quiet as you like. Have a
picnic on the beach or cocktails at the bar, but if
you'd rather stay at home one thing is for sure —
you will be looked after as if you were a royal.”
www.toucanhill.com




