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With Toucan Hill on the island of 
Mustique and Bouchaine Vineyards 
in Napa Valley, Tatiana Copeland has 
created two luxury dream destinations 

Two of  
a kind 

M agic, fantasy and romance are three words often uttered by 
guests staying at Toucan Hill. “I call it a fantasy but paradise 
is another good word for it,” says Tatiana Copeland, 

businesswoman and philanthropist, who is talking about her 
unforgettable house, Toucan Hill. “It’s the most fanciful, improbable 
villa on one of the world’s most fanciful, improbable islands.” 

The Copelands were guests in Mustique before they were owners 
and were introduced to the island by none other than Colin Tennant, 
Lord Glenconner, a friend of Princess Margaret. “Princess Margaret 
was given a plot of land there by Colin as a wedding gift, which is 
where she built her own villa. When we first visited in the 1980s, there 
were only about 30 houses on the island,” says Copeland. “Princess 
Margaret lived a life of fantasy down here. She would come for the 
months of February and November and always had fascinating house 
guests and costume parties. The island felt like a private club back then.” 

Copeland’s villa is a jaw-dropper. The domed dining pavilion  
has a floor covered in rare blue tiles from Brazil that pick up the 
sapphire sea beyond, as does the 360-degree view – a limitless  
horizon of lush gardens and beautiful blue ocean and Caribbean 
sky. “I wanted to create a wow factor when you first come in,” says 
Copeland of her concept for the house. Inspired by the Thousand and 
One Nights, “I set about designing a Moorish fantasy that would 
transport visitors to a place whose beauty defied imagination, rich  
in opportunities for romance. 

“I envisioned it to be completely different from what rational people 
have in their lives. Once guests enter, they are greeted by an infinity pool 
framed by arches. Most people have left a cold environment and have 
been travelling a long time. I would like them to walk in and say ‘wow’ 
out loud.” Visitors have included British comedian John Cleese, who was 
married on the property (an effusive tribute from him is scrawled in the 
guest book). “I want people to relax here,” says Copeland, “but I also 
want them to have fun. I sign my emails ‘Lady Touc’,” she says with a smile.
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Available for short or long-term rental, the villa is over 10,000 
square feet in size. It has four luxurious, air-conditioned king-sized 
suites, all with en-suite bathrooms and private terraces or balconies. 
There is a tiled courtyard with a fountain, a rooftop “mirador” deck 
and a large terrace surrounding the infinity pool, perfect for viewing 
glorious sunsets. The Master Pavilion Suite, complete with gold-leafed 
bed, separate private infinity pool and lush gardens, is also available 
for rent on limited occasions. Guests have the use of two vehicles and 
are looked after by an attentive staff of seven: an estate manager, 
butler, chef, two housekeepers, a houseman and gardener, who pride 
themselves on delivering special experiences for guests. 

In the gardens, bougainvillea and hibiscus provide glorious fragrance 
and add splashes of bright colour against the cool white walls. By day, 
sunshine floods the terraces and turquoise infinity pool; by night, the 
glow of lanterns and the scent of jasmine predominate. 

Mustique is unique in the Caribbean in that it is harder to reach than 
other islands and so offers a real sense of escape. The easiest way to travel 
there is by private jet or a commercial flight to Barbados, St Lucia or  
St Vincent. Then it is a short hop by private or shared charter to Mustique. 
Once there, visitors can party at the famous Basil’s Bar, enjoy beach 
barbecues, picnics, snorkelling, scuba diving, sailing, fishing, tennis and 
horse riding, or opt for privacy and seclusion, if that is their preference – 
which Copeland believes may be the attraction for royal visitors, such as 
the Prince and Princess of Wales. “They love Mustique because people on 
the island simply let them be. Mustique lets people take a breath and be 
themselves, so they can go out with the family and have something closer 
to a normal life than they can manage at home.”

Copeland herself is travelling to London for King Charles’s 75th 
birthday celebrations at Claridge’s, where guests will have the opportunity 
to sample wines from Bouchaine Vineyards. She will also bring members 

“I set about designing a Moorish 
fantasy that would transport 

visitors to a place whose beauty 
defied imagination, rich in 
opportunities for romance”
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“I love to warmly welcome the world to the  
unique Napa views of rolling hills and vineyards,  

so one of my ideas was to design our newest  
Tasting Room in the form of an embrace”

of her vineyard management team to thank them for their 
work during the year. A great admirer of the Royal Family 
through her friendship with Princess Margaret, Copeland 
has previously met The King as the Prince of Wales and the 
late Duke of Edinburgh through her charitable work.

Together with her husband, Gerret, she owns Bouchaine 
Vineyards in Napa Valley, California. Bouchaine is one 
of the few family-owned vineyards still operating in the 
valley, one of the most popular tourist destinations in the 
US. Sitting on 104 rolling acres, it showcases an award-
winning 5,000-square-foot tasting and dining space built 
in the shape of a half-moon. The winery also includes a 
terrace and gardens that provide guests with unspoilt views 
of the landscape as far as the eye can see. “I love to warmly 
welcome the world to the unique Napa views of rolling 
hills and vineyards, so one of my ideas was to design our 
newest Tasting Room in the form of an embrace,” says 
Copeland. “Our vineyard gazes towards San Francisco, 
but there are no buildings in sight. We can still provide a 
feeling of Napa as it used to be – friendly faces, no crowds, 
fabulous views and great wine.”

Many Bouchaine wines have won gold medals, including 
the Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Pinot Meunier and Pinot 
Noir. Run on sustainable farming principles, the vineyard 
holds Napa Green certification. As decisions are made 

by Copeland and her husband, “we can make our goals 
happen without going through layers of management, 
and those goals are to make the best wine possible. I am 
President and Chief Financial Officer, and my husband is 
Chairman. We joke around as to who is the top boss. 

“The wine world is male dominated for the most part, 
so when you find women in wine, they are exceptional. 
Our winemaker is a woman, our assistant winemaker is 
also a woman, and our farming crew comprises an all-
woman team, who I think are more careful and more 
detail-orientated than the usual male-only teams.”

Fluent in Russian, French, Italian, Spanish, German and 
English, Copeland is a huge lover of art and classical music. 
Her mother’s uncle was the famous composer and pianist 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, and she is named after his daughter 
Tatiana. Drawing on this connection to music, Copeland is 
a long-time major sponsor of Festival Napa Valley, which 
each July hosts performances of renowned artists. “We 
love to combine wine with food and music, and we are very 
involved with classical music. I love that world and I love to 
bring music to the vineyard, as it is a fantastic combination 
– beautiful music, beautiful views and beautiful wines.”

www.toucanhill.com 
www.bouchaine.com


